Dialysis requirements in Israel.
Chronic dialysis is available in Israel to almost all patients who require it. During the last four years the mean number of new patients/million population per year was 44.5 (range, 39.5 to 48.6), excluding patients with systemic diseases such as diabetes mellitus and lupus erythematosus. This number is close to that estimated in a previous study--53/million per year for the years 1965-66--and the discrepancy is probably methodological in nature. The stage of equilibrium for Israel, when the net gain in patients per year approaches zero, as forecast by the European Dialysis and Transplant Association, will be reached in 1983 with 261 dialysis patients/million population. At present, the number is about 171. Inadequately treated hypertension was found to considerably affect long-term survival.